5 June 2024

Subject: Every Life counts - Urging EU commitment to stop EU production and exports of
banned and hazardous pesticides in the next strategic agenda.

Dear EU Heads of State and Government,
Ministries of Agriculture,

Ministries of Environment,

Ministries of Health

With this letter we, a coalition of Civil Society Organizations engaged in protecting human rights,
human health and the environment, are asking you to give priority to the right of all human
beings to live in a healthy environment and have a healthy future, inside and outside Europe.

In the European Union, the pesticides regulatory framework allows a certain level of protection
to citizens' health as well as the environment. In addition, protective equipment is available and
currently used by EU farmers and farm workers. In Low- and Middle Income Countries (LMICs),
national regulations are less protective, while farmers and farmworkers often cannot afford
decent protection against pesticides exposure. Furthermore, the presence of such pesticides in
households leads every year to dramatic acute poisoning accidents, as well as to suicide. While
Highly Hazardous Pesticides (HHPs) have been gradually banned in the EU over the last
decades, they are still produced in the EU and exported to Third countries.

The incessant exposure to toxic substances originating from human activities threatens our
human rights to life, by obstructing access to safe water and food, the right to physical integrity
and to live in a healthy environment. In a recent statement, the Special Rapporteur on toxics and
human rights of the United Nations, highlights that all States, including members of the
European Union, are required by international human rights law to take active measures to
prevent the exposure of individuals and communities to toxic substances.

At the international level, target 7 of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework calls
States to reduce the risks and uses associated with pesticides. Stopping the export of
EU-banned pesticides would help achieve this goal. In addition, the need to address the
increasing hazard posed by the exposure to harmful chemicals led to the UNEP Global
Framework on Chemicals — For a planet free of harm from chemicals and waste (GFC). The GFC
was established at the 5th International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM5) in
September 2023 with the support of the European Union. The GFC has set targets for
governments to work towards notifying, regulating or prohibiting the export of chemicals they
have been prohibited nationally, and phasing out HHPs in agriculture by 2035. In parallel, it
encourages the transition to safer chemical alternatives.

At EU level, the Commission has committed to increase protection of citizens and the
environment from hazardous chemicals in its Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability (CSS)
Towards a Toxic-Free Environment and this has been supported by the Council. The CSS
contains a specific commitment for the EU to lead by example and to ensure that hazardous
chemicals banned in the European Union are not produced for export, including by amending
relevant legislation.



https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-toxics-and-human-rights/about-toxics-and-human-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-toxics-and-human-rights/about-toxics-and-human-rights
https://www.chemicalsframework.org/about/overview
https://www.chemicalsframework.org/about/overview
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/chemicals-strategy_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/chemicals-strategy_en

Despite these commitments, the EU has missed its deadline to present such specific measures
and therefore continues giving its consent to the production and export of pesticides that are
banned within its territory due to their serious health and environmental concerns. The EU is
fully aware that these chemicals cause great damage to health and the environment in
importing countries, affecting particularly farmer workers and rural communities in LMICs
where pesticide regulations are weaker. In parallel, the use in LMICs of pesticides banned in the
EU leads to a massive unfair competition with European farmers. This double standard has
been denounced in the course of the recent farmers protests throughout the EU.

In December 2022, hundreds of civil society organizations, institutions and trade unions
delivered a Joint Statement to the European Commission, urging it to keep its promise under
the CSS by taking measures to ban the export of hazardous chemicals that are forbidden in the
EU.

The EU however, has been stalling, and even backtracking, due to pressure from the industry,
which is fiercely opposing the adoption of an EU-wide export ban. The industry's main argument
is that such a ban would harm the EU economy, result in massive job losses for pesticide
producers and fail to provide any benefits for health and the environment in importing countries.

Contrary to what the pesticide lobby argues, an export ban would neither endanger employment
nor burden the economy in Europe, as explained in a study published in April. Also, a legal
opinion concludes that WTO rules do not pose a legal obstacle to enacting an export ban on
hazardous chemicals prohibited in the EU.

In view of the informal meeting of EU leaders scheduled for the 17th June 2024 to discuss the
Strategic Agenda for the next legislative cycle, we urge you to add this crucial topic in the five
years strategic programme. It should be made a top political priority to end this unfair double
standard, which harms importing countries without bringing substantial benefits to the EU nor
to the exporting countries.

The European Green Deal, launched by the EU in 2019, has yet to deliver several of its promises
to protect human health and the environment from hazardous chemicals both in Europe and
globally. Stopping the export of EU banned pesticides will also inspire non-EU countries to follow
suit and prohibit the export of dangerous pesticides and other hazardous chemicals that are
banned in their own jurisdictions. It would send a strong message to governments and
companies worldwide that such hazardous pesticides and chemicals should not be used
anywhere, and would contribute to activating the debates among the GFC towards a global ban
on HHPs.

Current and future generations, within and beyond Europe, need you to step up your political
commitment to work towards a healthier future and safer agricultural practices for farmers,
farm workers and consumers worldwide. We thus urge you to act before it is too late, and
support a swift implementation of a ban on the production and export of EU-banned pesticides.

Yours sincerely,

Undersigned signatories,


https://www.pan-europe.info/sites/pan-europe.info/files/public/resources/Letters/Joint-Statement-december-2022.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13750-Produits-chimiques-dangereux-Interdiction-de-la-production-a-des-fins-dexportation-de-produits-chimiques-interdits-dans-lUnion-europeenne_fr
https://www.pan-europe.info/resources/reports/2024/04/eu-pesticides-export-ban-what-could-be-consequences
https://corporateeurope.org/en/2023/11/legal-opinion-chemical-export-ban-and-compatibility-world-trade-organisation-rules
https://corporateeurope.org/en/2023/11/legal-opinion-chemical-export-ban-and-compatibility-world-trade-organisation-rules
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